CHAPTER XXIV

A VISIT TO ENGLAND

Sir Ian Hamilton superseded by General Monro; I return to England to press
for a naval offensive; Interviews with Mr. Balfour and Lord Kitchener;
Visit French Minister of Marine in Paris; Return to Eastern Mediterranean;
Meet Lord Kitchener at Salonika and Mudros; Interview with General
Monro; Lord Kitchener recommends evacuation and goes home; Admiral
de Robeck goes on leave; Admiral Wemyss takes command of Fleet.

BULGARIA'S threatened intervention brought about a tragic
situation and completed the discomfiture of the military campaign
in Gallipoli.

Appealed to by Serbia and Greece for help, the French and
British Governments decided to send troops to Salonika, and
Lord Kitchener telegraphed to Sk Ian to consider the question
of giving up Suvla, as two British and one French Division
from Gallipoli would have to go to Salonika. At the same time
he assured Sir Ian that there was no question of withdrawing
from the Peninsula until the Turks were defeated.

Thus at a moment when the Allied Armies on the Western
Front were launching an attack (which was to suffer 250,000
casualties, in a fruitless effort to break the German line) and
could spare neither troops nor munitions for our enterprise,
which was petering out for want of support, the Allied Govern-
ments embarked on yet another Oversea campaign, which was
only a drain on our very inadequate resources*

It was so difficult in those tormenting days to know what to
do. Time was passing and it was evident that the Admiral
had no intention of renewing the attack on the Narrows. On
z6th September I wrote to my wife:

"After our daily argument the Admiral concluded:
* Well, Commodore, you and I will never agree, but there
is no reason why we should not remain good friends/
I said: 'Our forefathers would not have hesitated or
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